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County Agent’s Notes:                                                                                                July 23, 2001 
 
Crop conditions generally good… 
 
By:  Dr. Ernie Flint, Area Agent/Agriculture 
 
 Attala County crops are faring well this year, with adequate rain in most cases to produce 
good yields of cotton, corn, soybeans, hay, and grass for livestock.  After almost four years of 
drought, our area is enjoying “normal” or possibly a little above normal rainfall. 
 Most cotton fields were blooming prior to July 4th, the traditional date we have always 
expected to see plants begin the reproductive phase of growth.  A few replanted fields, and a few 
that were suffering from poor drainage and weed competition have been a little later in 
blooming.  
 Essentially all of the corn is looking good with most fields now in the later stages of grain 
formation.  Apparently pollination was good this year as indicated by the presence of well-
formed kernels all the way to the ends of corn ears.  This has been a problem in the past 3 years 
when temperatures were extremely high and relative humidity levels were low.  Hopefully this 
year we will return to the higher yield levels we saw from 1995 to 1997.   
 Although soybean acreage is down all over Mississippi this year, the fields that were 
planted are making good progress.  Most fields were planted to Group 4 and Group 5 varieties, 
so plants are now blooming actively and beginning to fill pods in the earliest planted fields.   
 Gardens are thriving as well, with the possible exception of scattered insect and disease 
problems.  Most of the tomato crop has been affected by either spotted wilt, early blight, or in 
some cases late blight.  In the case of the latter two diseases, timely applications of fungicides 
such as chlorothalonil (Daconil, Bravo, or Fungi-Gard) have been effective in limiting the 
damage to the crop.  The new tomato variety BHN-444, which is resistant to spotted wilt, has 
performed well for those who tried it, with fruit quality being surprisingly good.   Most people 
have continued to grow the established varieties, and these have performed very well again.   
Along with the obvious benefits, there have also been some problems connected with 
increased rainfall.  Among these is damage to plants in all crops from poor drainage.  It seems 
that we have become so used to drought that we neglected drainage considerations, so a few 
areas in many fields have remained wet.  Weed control has been another big problem, 
particularly for cotton farmers; grass, morninglories, cockleburs, and other weeds have continued 
to emerge after each period of rain, and wet soil conditions have limited efforts to control them.  
We may see these weeds at harvest this year, and yields may be reduced in some cases as a 
result.   
Well fertilized cotton fields have also produced excessive growth, requiring the 
application of plant growth regulators, an expensive material that farmers really did not need to 
spend scarce dollars on this year.  In some cases, farmers have elected to simply deal with the 
larger plants as they did prior to the advent of these products rather than spend the money.  This 
may add to the cost of defoliation this fall, but if we are able to have a normal fall the additional 
growth should not present serious problems.  
Around the area we have found quite a few cases of cotton with poor root systems.  We 
are looking at every possible cause for this condition; however there seems to be no clear-cut 
answer so far.  As affected plants begin to get tall and heavy they are falling over as a result of 
the inability of the root system to properly anchor the plants.  Also, these plants will likely be 
very susceptible to any shortage of water should rains stop during the period of boll formation.   
Another problem with cotton that has been showing up in the last few days has been the 
shed of squares and small bolls in the lower part of the plants.  Again, we are considering several 
possible causes for this problem as well.  When this fruit shed occurs, it acts to delay maturation 
of the crop since these fruiting forms would have normally been the first bolls to mature and 
open.  Each time a square or boll is shed on the bottom of a cotton plant, a corresponding 3 to 4 
day delay in crop maturation can be expected.  We are hoping that this condition will disappear 
soon, and that the harvest will be made on schedule.   
Insect problems have been scarce in cotton this year.  Since the boll weevil eradication 
program is nearing completion, very few weevils have been trapped.   As a result of this, few 
insecticide applications have been needed and levels of beneficial insects have been extremely 
high.  These “good bugs” have so far controlled most of the pests we usually have in cotton.  
Should this pattern continue we may be able to produce a cotton crop without significant 
problems from insects.    
Southwestern corn borers have become more active in corn around the area in the past 
two to three years.  This pest can cause stalks to break, making the harvest very difficult.  So far 
this pest has been most active in the delta, however some fields in the hills are showing quite a 
bit of activity.  Rotation of corn with cotton and soybeans, combined with early corn planting are 
the best control measures for this pest since it is difficult to control with insecticides. 
Hay and pasture grasses have been abundant so far, but saving good hay is difficult when 
rain comes frequently.  There is no “textbook” solution to this; all we can do is keep trying.  One 
possible idea is to reduce the acreage that is cut each day as a way of limiting the risk of having 
hay damaged by rain.  Another is to turn hay on the second day after to cutting; this may allow 
baling a day earlier.    
Weather is the biggest factor in production agriculture.  There is no doubt that good 
rainfall is preferred over drought; our challenge is to go back to doing the things that are required 
to limit the problems caused by plenty of water.  Some parts of the state are not receiving rain as 
we are, and for them this is another dry year.  Our area could be in the same situation very 
quickly; we just have to deal with what we get.  
